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Recommendation
Dam Is Useless for Flood Control
By Japan River Keeper Alliance

The year 2004 in Japan was struck by the series of the severe flood damage by the
extraordinary heavy rainfall. When the cause is searched in each place, many common
points were found.

Dams were not only useless but brought serious disasters, once heavy rains exceed the
predicted scale.

These disasters attribute social structure that depends on dams and postponed the
appropriate river planning.

Devastation of the forest lowered its water-holding capacity while it increased flood
damage by the driftwood.

Structurally defected dikes exist in places, caused the destruction of embankment and
brought enormous damages.

These facts should be the basis for river improvement plans.
Therefore we recommend the following as the way of river management.

Forest management should be promoted as public works.

River planning should be made and carried out without considering dams as premises.
All the dikes should be inspected and defective parts need to be reinforced immediately.
Enormous budget for the dam construction should be placed for the river improvement
and the forest management.

Public must be the main actor for decision making for flood control measures in
accordance with regional character.

October 31, 2004 Japan River Keeper Alliance (Suigenren)
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